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Abstract  
Dr. Gayle Saunders, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-058 

 
Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Dr. Gayle Saunders was born in 

Harvard, Illinois in 1953. She graduated from Harvard High School and earned a BS from 

Illinois State University in Elementary Education. She later would earn a MA in Education 

from Eastern Illinois University in Guidance Counseling and a Doctorate from Northern 

Illinois University in 2000. She has worked at Bradley University in student activities, Eastern 

Illinois University in student housing, Kansas Illinois School District as a guidance counselor, 

Elgin Community College in student activities, Lincoln Trails College as Dean, and in 2001 

became President of Richland Community College. As President of Richland Community 

College, Dr. Saunders has been involved in building construction project, a bond referendum, 

and in new programs involving Energy Renewal and Carbon Capture.       

Subject Headings/Key Words: Community College; Richland Community College of 

Decatur; National Sequestration Education Center; University of Illinois; College of ACES 

(Agriculture, Commerce and Environmental Sciences); Carbon Capture Utilization and 

Storage; Illinois Department of Corrections; Jr. College Act of 1965; Affordable Care Act; 

Richland Foundation 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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